
Tyler Hahn, Cherokee Public Library 

Jennie Garner, North Liberty Public Library

Sam Helmick, Iowa City Public Library

Public Libraries: 
Catalysts for Civic Renewal

Handouts and presentations are available in the event app.



Introductions

Jennie Garner
Library Director

Sam Helmick
Community & Access 

Coordinator

Tyler Hahn
Library Director



National Advocacy

▪ Funding - Institute of Museums and 
Library Services

▪ Broadband Initiatives - ALA Policy 
Corps

▪ Federal Sustainability Initiatives 



Statewide Opportunities

▪ Liaison to the State of Iowa 
Library/Dept. of Admin. Services

▪ Prioritizing Advocacy Efforts –
ILOC/ILA Lobby Blocks

▪ Coalition Building 



Regional Opportunities

▪ County Legislative Receptions
▪ Platforming County Board of 

Supervisor Talking Points
▪ Communication & Collaboration 



Building Relationships

▪ Economic Development
▪ Partnerships and collaboration
▪ Information hubs
▪ Building civic infrastructure and 

social capital

▪ Trust



Going Local: Cherokee



Going Local: Iowa City



Going Local: North Liberty



Success Stories

▪ Collaborating and capitalizing 
on work with your libraries

▪ Challenges



Questions/Discussion



Continue the Conversation…

Jennie Garner – jgarner@northlibertyiowa.org

Tyler Hahn - tyler@cherokee.lib.ia.us

Sam Helmick – samhelmick.library@gmail.com
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